-Moral and Ethical Language                                                   73
problem of communication. The person in that state of affairs
trying to make up his mind whether to approve or disapprove
of something. Here his attitude has a more conspicuous role in
his problem than his thoughts or beliefs. So long as he is ethi-
cally undecided, his attitudes are in a psychological state of con-
flict : half of them approve of it and the other half disapprove
of it8
When a man has conflicting attitudes, he is virtually forced to
think, to recall to mind whatever he knows about the alternati-
ves before him and learn as much more about them as he can.
Between his thought and his attitudes there is an intimate rela-
tionship. A change in his thoughts is likely to bring about a
change in his attitudes and in particular, is likely to end or mini-
mize his conflict by strengthening, or weakening one of the atti-
tudes involved. Hence his problem of resolving his conflict
'will also be a problem of establishing cognitively the varied
beliefs that may.help to resolve it Here the psychology is rele-
"vant to an ethical problem.9
We can also analyse the term 'good' in the emotive language.
If one asks what such a word as 'good* means, it is manifestly
implausible to answer that it stands for any fairly simple feature
of things directly accessible to observation.
The term 'good* is indefinable. Then, if a definition is expec-
ted to preserve its customary meaning, it has no exact emotive
equivalent. The term is indefinable for the same reasons that
" 'hurrah* is indefinable.10 In fact 'good' had no precise sense, it
was used vaguely. If someone would say "this is good' and if
we ask him why he says so, then he cannot: give definite answer
to it. Thus all normative, emotive, attributive and evaluative
words , like the term 'good* have the similar drawback to
8,' Stevenson, C.L., "The emotive conception of ethics and pts cognitive
simplifications. Tfe Philosophical Review, 1950, Vol. 58, p. 29.
9.   Ibid, p. 294.
10.   Stevenson, Op. cit., p. 82 and 86.